‘Teaching next gen about
biotech just in her DNA
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Perth teacher Paulinge Charman is
encowraging students to
ermiaoe blatech with her social
enterprise that helps young
coientists leamm absouy DA
barcoding

Ms Charman = whe was 2
sclence teacher for 25 yiears
founded BloBarcode Australia in
2020 after realising thers were
it eNoUgh opportunithes for
YOURIE peopie 1o get invobved in
biotechnobogy.

"I had abways kncewn as a
science teacher how important
ENCoAEEng GUr Mt generation
tte STER caneers was |
Australia's fadked quite badly in
terms of bullding a workfonce
ihat goes intd tech,” shi sald.

“There has always been a lot
of robatics and engineering. but
this area of blotech where kids

ot Lo epetience lilfe solenen
and DNA tech is pretty rire”
BsoBarcode’s program invoives
Identhing. mapping and
maniloring lving crganisms
iing thelr DA Participants
leamn how 1o ethically coliect

samples from specimens, fog the
Indformeation digitally, and uwse

equipment to extract DNA. Ms
Charman, pictured, sa3id the
process could be used o identify
particular species and plants.

Australia’s biotech industry is
estimated to be worth $8.4
billion, according to IbisWorkd,
and its market size i axpected
10 increase 3.6 per cent this year

WA showed the greatest
incréase o the tumbser of
biatech arganisations. going
from 119 in 2017 £0 179 In 20193
report by AsBiotech folnd,

Ms Charman sald it was
important that schoals start
educating young peaphe on
blodiversity now, given the
industry & expected to continae
Eowing. “Blotech s such an
important area because we
know farming is going 1o kook
iffereant in e nest 20.30 years
because of climate change,” she
saicd, bs Charman said it was
essentlad for the State
Gormernement 1o make Blotech
men! 2 priority”, considering

5 vast blodbersity,

BioBarcode i cumently
nanning i1s program in
schoals, inchuding '-'-'.‘u-:ﬂrh%:nhT
Senior High School, John Curtin
2nd 5k Hilda's,
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